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Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge

Last year was a great
year for us. Ride attendance
was up. Our rides attracted
Ride Coordinators
some of the new members
Tony Valicenti
from chapters Z2 and B2. I attriportraitsbyt@earthlink.net bute this success to our ride coordiTim McGuire
nators and I thanked them at the
holiday party. Tim McGuire created some very interyorx89@yahoo.com
esting routes taking us on some roads we had not been
Mike Zyskowski
mike@zyskowski.net on before. So I have nominated him for Individual of
Asst. Chapter Director the Year in recognition of the fresh creative perspective he brings to the rides he creates. Congratulations
David Bierman
Tim!
dbierman@ameritech.net
Our annual holiday party on December 11 at The
Treasurer
Continental Restaurant in Buffalo Grove was quite
Kathy Randall
successful. We all had fun and enjoyed the venue very
randall8157@aol.com much. Read Tony Valicenti’s account inside.
Membership
I hope we continue our success in 2022. We start
Chapter Store
with a new restaurant for our monthly gatherings, the
Jim Fairman
Full Moon Restaurant in Lake Bluff on Rt. 41 south of
gwrra.il.g2@gmail.com Rt. 137. Hopefully COVID-19 will wane as the year
plods along bringing more people out to our events.
Newsletter Editor
But we can’t have success without your participaEllary Kahan
tion. So if you have any ideas for a ride or event
Secretary
please contact me or anyone on the chapter team.
Photographer
Let’s all have a happy, healthy prosperous and safe
Tony Valicenti
new year..
Webmaster
Ellary and Holly Kahan

ellaryk@gmail.com

Ellary Kahan

Chapter Meetings are held at the Full Moon Restaurant, 1300 Skokie Hwy, Lake Bluff, 9 AM breakfast, 9:30 meeting.

G2 WEB PAGE
www.ilg2.com

Upcoming G2 Events

ILLINOIS G2
CHAPTER STORE
The following items are available for sale at the monthly
chapter meetings:

January
15 - Dinner, Mambo Italiano, Mundelein, 6 PM (Valicenti)
23 - Chapter gathering
February
12 - Dinner Gale Street Inn, Mundelein,
NEW
6 PM (Muhlenfeld)
27 - Chapter Gathering
G2 Logo Hats & Fleece
March
Vests
12 - Dinner (Gilsinger)
Name Badges
27 - Chapter Gathering
April
9 - Dinner (Randall)
G2 & GWRRA Patches
24 - Chapter Gathering
Chapter Shirts
30 - Wrenching Day, Toyoda
See Apparel tab on web site.
May
7 - Breakfast Ride
If you would like to order but
14 - Dinner Ride, Wrenching day rain
date
cannot attend a Chapter
22 - Chapter Gathering
meeting, contact
28 - All Day Ride (Fairman)
Jim Fairman
29 - Lunch Ride
gwrra.il.g2@gmail.com
June
4 - Breakfast Ride
11 - Dinner Ride (Bierman)
12 - Chapter Gathering
GWRRA
16 —Craig Gilsinger
18 - All Day Ride (Fairman)
Directors:
24 —Sandra King
24-26 - Amazing Challenge
Jere and Sherry Goodman
July
28 —Glenn Hansen
Director@gwrra.org
2 - Breakfast Ride
9 - Dinner Ride
Membership Enhancement
23 - All Day Ride
Dan & Mary Castello
24 - Chapter Gathering
MEP.director.gwrra@gmail.com
August
Rider Education
6 - Breakfast Ride
13 - Dinner Ride (McGuire)
Susan & George Huttman
20 - All Day Ride (Fairman)
Director_re@gwrra.org
28 - Chapter Picnic (Gilsinger)
September
Got something to say?
3-5 - Door County Trip (Valicenti, BierIL District:
This is your newsletter. We accept artiman)
Director:
cles from any member.. Send your arti- 17 - All Day Ride (Fairman)
Bob Adams
cles to the editor at ellaryk@gmail.com. 25 - Chapter Gathering
my1986goldwing@yahoo.com
MS Word or equivalent format preOctober
ferred. Text should be in Times New
1 - Breakfast Ride
Educator: Steve Brungard:
Roman font, single spaced with a one- 15 - Chili Social (Harms)
sbrungard2@yahoo.com
quarter inch first line indent on all para- 23 - Chapter Gathering
Membership Enhancement:
graphs except the first. Use .5 in. marNovember
Diane & Steve Gottschalk
gins. Any photos should be cropped for 12 - Dinner (Kahan)
publication. All submissions become the 20 Chapter Gathering/2023 Planning
st-di@mchsi.com
December
property of IL-G2 and may be edited.
3 - Holiday party

G2 PHOTO
ALBUM
gwilg2.shutterfly.com
Use name “eddyd”
and leave password
blank

January Birthdays
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10 Items to Have When Driving in Winter
1. Ice scraper and snow brush
When you find your vehicle covered in ice and snow, it is best to clear it
off entirely with the help of an ice scraper or snow brush. Driving with obscured
vision can put you and those around you at risk of harm. Also, snow left atop your
vehicle has a chance of hitting others around you, so make sure to remove as much
as possible.
2. Shovel
If your vehicle is stuck or your path is blocked under a few inches of snow, a shovel can be your best friend to get out in a pinch. To save on some space, a collapsible
shovel may be best to keep on hand.
3. Rock salt or kitty litter
These items can be easily found and used as a good material to place around your
tires and on your path to gain some traction when you can’t quite seem to get your
tires to grip on the ground.
4. Blankets and extra warm clothing
When traveling in winter, always keep extra items in your trunk or back seat, such
as blankets, gloves or jackets. They can prevent you from getting hypothermia if
you get stuck for any amount of time in the cold due to ice or snow.
5. First-aid kit
An accident can happen anytime and it is best to be prepared. Emergency responders may take longer to reach you when roads are slippery or unplowed. A first-aid
kit can be essential for injuries or conditions that need immediate attention.
6. Flashlight
During wintertime, it gets darker earlier, storms can block out the sun, or your car
may not start. You will want light to help with small tasks, such as finding your
scraper, jumping your car, or digging out of a snowbank. The light may also make
you visible to others on the road.
7. Water and snacks
There’s no telling how long it will take for assistance to arrive when your vehicle is
buried under snow or your car’s motor won’t start; and depending on the severity of
the weather, the wait can last a lot longer. In such cases, it is best to have water and
nonperishable food, such as a granola bar, to remain hydrated and full of energy.
8. Toolkit and jumper cables
Having a small toolkit and jumper cables in your trunk is invaluable. Freezing and
subzero temps can be hard on batteries. A set of jumper cables in your car may help
get you to your destination or help someone else whose car has stalled or won't
start.
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9. Hazard triangles and road flares
In times when you are stranded on the side of the road, hazard triangles and road
flares can help emergency vehicles locate you or identify that you need assistance.
These items also make you more visible to other drivers, which can be important
during a snowstorm or blizzard.
10. Portable cellphone charger and batteries
There are many small, portable chargers on the market that you charge
up at home, slip into your purse or pocket, that allow you to charge your cellphone
if it dies. There's nothing worse than not having a charged cellphone when you're
stranded on the road. Extra batteries for your flashlight may prove useful too.
Here are a few more tips to try that might seem strange but may prove useful
when winter weather strikes.
1. Car floor mats
Sometimes when you don’t have the right materials, it’s best to improvise; and
what better way to do just that than with what is immediately available. If you find
it hard to get traction on your tires, try placing floor mats as close as you can to
your tires and apply the gas pedal.
2. Socks over shoes
Not getting enough traction still? Try grabbing some old socks and place them over
your shoes. The friction between the fabric and the ground may help when pushing
your car.
3. Hand sanitizer on keys
There are times when locks tend to freeze in winter and your keys may get stuck or
not even go into the lock. Try adding a little hand sanitizer to your keys; the alcohol
in sanitizer may unfreeze those locks in a timely matter.
4. Homemade washer fluid
Low on cash? Try making your own window or windshield wiper fluid with a few
simple ingredients. One recipe calls for a gallon of water mixed with half a cup of
vinegar, one tablespoon of dish soap, and a few drops of blue food coloring, along
with one cup of isopropyl alcohol. A simpler recipe may be as easy as mixing one
part alcohol with two parts water and then pouring it into a spray bottle. Just shake
the bottle well, apply, and wipe.
5. Shaving cream
One method people have found useful to clear their car windows is to apply shaving cream. Just spray on the inside of your window and wipe off. Your shaving
cream may contain many of the same ingredients as aerosol or spray defoggers.
From a GWRRA email, reprinted by permission. Thank you, Jennifer and Jay, Tony Valicenti
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Holiday Party

D

ecember 11 was a cold and rather windy evening but it was warm and friendly in the Continental Restaurant private room for our 2021 Holiday Party. Our waitress, Liz, welcomed
eighteen of us to a selection of hors d'oeuvres and drinks from the cash bar, while we were
seated at the three round tables.
After a dinner of our own selection, Ellary Kahan surprised us with a
presentation of framed certificates in recognition of our chapter services
during the year. The first award was presented to Kathy Randall, who for
the past five years has served as the chapter treasurer and holiday party
coordinator . This was followed by a certificate to Tony Valicenti for being a pain-in-the-butt reviewer of the monthly
newsletter, chapter secretary and ride coordinator . The next certificate, the Individual of
the Year award was presented to Tim
McGuire for his meticulous work designing
and leading the many rides on roads that many of the group had never
traveled before as well as his service on the ride committee. Ellary
also thanked Jim Fairman for organizing and leading several allday rides and Dan Meyer for leading a ride to Eagle, WI, and for
leading a number of lunch rides. He also thanked Lonnie and
Craig Gilsinger for coordinating the annual picnic every year
and setting up and lugging the Jenga blocks back home.
David Bierman took the mic and presented the Certificate
of Recognition to Ellary
Kahan for devoting his
time and effort as Chapter Director for 12 years, Newsletter
Editor for 20 years and Website Manager throughout 2021 and
many years before . This was accompanied be a special card
designed by David which detailed Ellary’s many contributions
over the years and also contained several photographs of Ellary with his yellow 2001 Gold Wing.
The presentations were
followed by the annual gift
grab bag festivities in which we selected and then “stole” various holiday decorations, candles, tools and other great gifts
from each other. The evening ended with a selection of desserts and coffee, hugs and best wishes for a happy holiday season and the ride home. After all this good cheer, the weather
didn’t seem as cold and windy as before.
Stay warm, stay safe, keep healthy and happy, enjoy each
other and the winter holidays, and we will see you all next
year.
Tony Valicenti
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Under the Helmet-Meet the Rider
A profile of Ed Harms
What motorcycles have you owned and what memories do you associate with each?
When I was 16 my brother had an Italian Lambretta motor scooter that I was inspired to borrow
from time to time. That gave me the bug, but I bought a ’53 Ford at 18 instead.
In 1966 I owned a scooter of my own until it was replaced in 1969 by a 450 Honda from
Northshore Honda on Skokie Blvd. in Highland Park. I went to watch motorcross races at Elkhorn
Racetrack near Able Corners in WI and definitely got the bug!
Bought a 250cc Macco and started riding with a buddy who owned a Macco as well. Got all
the gear and started racing…one of the most exciting things I
ever did! The next racing bike was a German Monarch 125cc
because I thought my riding would improve on that bike but
that was a failure! It had false neutrals all over the gear box
and destroyed my racing. Barb came to watch me race and,
after seeing me fly over the jumps, reminded me I was the father of 2 little boys and urged me to
stop! It took a while…
A few years went by, and I bought a 1979 500cc Silver Wing. Rode mostly around town as a
single rider until I traded it in on a 1987 1200GL Gold Wing in burgundy. Got that bike dressed up
with murals by Mountain Man. One side of the tank had a
wolf going thru a river with his reflection in the water and
on the other side a bear was eating salmon in the river. On
the sides of the saddle bags there was a mountain lion and a bison; on the back there were red
and silver foxes. That bike meant so much to me I found it hard to part with it for years. As
time went on, I realized I rode the new bike all the time so
eventually sold the 1200 outright. Started doing much
more riding in nearby towns and going to the Highland
House in Highland Park on Sunday mornings where I met
many more riders including Bernie who invited me to attend a G2 club meeting at his home in Highland Park.
Went to a meeting but didn’t get involved then.
My next bike was a 1998 1500 Aspencade Gold Wing from DesPlaines Honda. Enjoyed the ride
the 1500 gave me and went a lot further into central IL, over to the Mississippi and up into WI on
long day rides. I owned it only a few years until I traded it in on the 2001 1800GL Gold Wing I still
ride today. Bought the first red bike DesPlaines Honda was able to get in their shop.
Describe your favorite motorcycle trip
t was at this shop that I met David Bierman and he reintroduced me to G2 and I started attending meetings and getting involved in their
rides and trips. My favorite trip was to Missouri/Arkansas where I had to cross a 75’ long wooden bridge with 2 18” wide boards…oh,
my! A couple of us were newer riders and we were told to look straight ahead. Then we traveled up the switchbacks on Mt. Nemo on
deep gravel and some of us thought we’d never get back down but we did. It was a very exciting introduction to group riding. I’ve since
done so many wonderful trips around the country including the Blue Ridge, Galena, Honda Hoot and Wing Dings. The thing I enjoy the
most is traveling challenging, twisty roads and learning how to apply the skills required to take them successfully.
What are the top two motorcycle trips you’d like to take in the future?
Would love to ride the Million Dollar Highway in Colorado along with all the other wonderful mountain roads in the area. The other one
is riding the Alps in Central Europe…can you imagine that? It’s good to have dreams.
When did you join G2 and why?
Joined G2 in 2001 to meet people and share the love of Gold Wings and the motorcycling experience. There I found education, friendship, an appreciation for safety and the joy of group riding.
What have been your primary jobs in your career?
After working at food stores, an office supply company and route sales for Tip Top cake, I started my career in 1968 for LIK-NU Porcelain of IL. After much training, I ran the Chicago branch and gained partial ownership for a professional touch-up service repairing and
resurfacing porcelain, marble, laminated plastics, acrylic, and fiberglass. Worked at large home builders, hotels and for big renovation
companies.
What are your primary hobbies?
I enjoy music which goes back to learning the accordion as a young boy and graduating to
an organ which I still enjoy today. Also never far away from my harmonicas which can
travel anywhere with me.
Barb and I enjoy our Corvette hobby together. We have owned 4 Corvettes including a
1991, 2001, 2015 and, currently own a 2022. We have traveled all over the country visiting
many states and the Canadian Rockies. In addition to specializing in twisty/swiggly roads,
we have both raced on gymkana tracks and drag racetracks.
Our motto in life is “ENJOY”. The joy of travel is in the journey, not the destination that I
seek.
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Join us for

Dinner
on

Saturday, January 15
6 PM
at

Mambo Italiano
748 S. BUTTERFIELD RD.
Mundelein
(847) 281-9100
R.S.V.P.
to

Tony Valicenti
portraitsbyt@earthlink.net
by

Sat., Jan. 8
7

8
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IL. District Winter
Warm-up
Springfield, IL.
Jan 21-22, 2022
Friday Januray 21, 2022
When/ time
8:00 - Noon
9:00
9:00
All Day
9:00 All Day
9:00 All Day
9:00
9:00
9:00
11:00 - Noon
11:30 -1:00
11:00 -2:00
1:00 - 2:00
2:00 - 3:00
2:00 - 3:00
2:00 Closed doors
3:00 - 3:30
3:45 - 5:00
3:45 - 5:00
3:45 - 5:00
5:00
5:00 - 6:30
7:00 - ???
8:00 - ???

What
Where
MFA Class
Room - C
Registraions / 50/50 Daily
Entrance Room
Ticket Sales / Raffles
Main Room
Tickets for District Quilt
Drawing Sat night
Scavenger Hunt - All Day
Main room
Games-All Day
Main Room
Rider Ed/ MAP Table
Main Room
Membership Enhancement
Main Room
Competition Set-up
Main room
COY/IOY Class
Room - B
Lunch on your own
Hospitality Room
Room - A
Co- Rider Class
Room - B
New & Inexperienced Riders
Room B
Team Riding Class
Room C
COY/IOY Judging
Room A
Reception COY/IOY
Main Room
Opening/Ceremony
Main Room
Present Flags/ Pledge of Allegiance
Song of the Arm Services
Introduce new Officers ??
Main Room
Dinner on our own
Skits- Talent Show
Main Room
50/50 Winner
Main room

Chapter Competition Tables
Chapter Banner, Hats, Mascot, Shirts & Table Center Pieces
Chapter Skits, Judging
Chapter Pride, Male costume, Female
Female
Costume,
Costume,
Couples
Couples
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Who
Brian K
All
All
All
Jean P
All
All
All
All
Steve G
All
Chapter E
Sue/Barb
Norm
BoB/Nicki
Diane G
Diane G
Bob A
All
All
All
All
All
All

IL. District Winter
Warm-up
Springfield, IL.

Saturday Januray 22, 2022
When/ Time
9:00
9:00
9:00
9:00 - 2:00
10:00 - 1:00
10:00 -11:00
10:00 - Noon
11:00 - Noon
11:00 - 2:00
Noon - 1:00
1:00 - 2:00
1:00 - 2:00
Done by 2:00
2:30 - 4:30
5:00 Closed
6:00 - 7:00
7:00
7:00
8:30
8:30

What
Where
Registration/ 50/50 daily
Main Room
Ticket Sales/Raffle Baskets
Main Room
Games
Main room
Scavenger Hunt
Main Room
Chapters Vendor Table
Main Room
Co - Rider Class
Room C
Recruiting/Retention Class
Room B (2Hr)
Distracted Driver Class
Room C
Hospitality Room
Room - A
Lunch on your own
Crash Scene Class
Room B
Managing Change Class
Room C
Judging
Main Room
Joey Watson
Main Room
Close Main Room
For Dinner
Dinner - Team will serve
Main Room
Award Winners
Main Room
Raffle - 50/50 Winners
Main Room
Announcements Summer Rally
Closing/Retire flags
Main Room
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Who
All
All
All
Jean P
All
Sue/Barb
Bob/Nicki
Dan R
????
All
Tony-Virgil
Barb
All
All
All
Team
Team
Bob A
Bob A

Where Have All the Women
Gone?

I

am starting this to the tune of, “Where Have All
the Flowers Gone?”

“Where have all the women gone? Long time passing…
Where have all the women gone? From the G2
group…
Where have all the women gone? This I ask of everyone.
When will they return? When will they return?
All kidding aside, I did hear through the grapevine
though, that only one female was in attendance at the
last G2 planning meeting. I know even when I was in
Illinois, female participation was always lagging behind. I had wondered about this too, but being a woman, I can also understand. The saying, “A woman’s
work is never done” became popular for a reason; it
feels true. Even if Dan cooked dinner, there is still
cleanup afterwards, taking out ingredients for the next
night’s dinner, getting ready for the next day. For
those women with young children still at home, there
are other responsibilities: help with homework, bath
time, books to read before bed, etc. Even when I sit
down to watch a show with my hubby, I am thinking
of things that still need to get done; the mind just
doesn’t seem to stop. Frequently, I sort laundry to
either start that night or get ready for the next day.
And this is after many of us already put in a full day
at work elsewhere. Been there, done that, minus the

kids now that we’re empty nesters. Last, sometimes I
am just fatigued and the thought of doing one more
thing, or going somewhere else can seem overwhelming.
I’m also willing to bet that most women don’t read
the G2 newsletter, let alone mark events on their calendar so they can prepare for it and not get caught off
guard. Timing may also be an issue if it is too close
to a holiday they are preparing for or conflicting with
other groups they may be a part of. And, to the men,
do you ask your wife or S.O. if they would like to go
along? But I will say to the women, if you go on the
rides, whether you are a driver or a passenger, your
chance to provide your input for anything, is to go to
the meetings, especially planning meetings, which are
only once a year. Besides, there are a lot of wonderful
women in this group you can spend time with! This
being said, I am hoping you all had a very happy holiday, and wish you all a Happy New Year!
Darlene Parks

The Good Book Guide

T

he Singular Menace is a trilogy of novels including Uncaged, Outrage and Rampage, by John Sandford and Michelle Cook. Singular is a company that has been doing scientific research using animals. A group of young animal rights activists disastrously raid one of their research facilities in
Oregon freeing all the animals. One of those activists is Odin Renby, a brilliant hacker but a bit of a loose
cannon, who escaped with a set of highly encrypted flash drives and a post-surgical dog.
Oden’s sister Shay arrives in Hollywood with $58 and a handmade knife. She's got to find her brother
before Singular does. When Shay gets a frantic 3 a.m. phone call from Odin — talking about evidence of
unspeakable experiments, and a ruthless corporation, and how he must hide — she's concerned. When
she gets a menacing visit from Singular's security team, she knows: her brother's a dead man walking.
What Singular doesn't know — yet — is that 16-year-old Shay is every bit as
ruthless as their security force, and she will burn Singular to the ground, if that's
what it takes to save her brother.
The story continues with Shay enlisting the aid of some new found friends, one
with the means to help her immensely. Can Shay find her brother and bring down
this evil organization?
These novels need to be read in order but each one has its own plot. There is
plenty of suspense and action to keep you interested throughout all three.
Ellary Kahan
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