Chapter Director
Ellary & Holly Kahan

Gold Wing Road Riders Association - April, 2022
Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge

The dinner at La Hacienda
de los Fernandez was well
attended. See the recap on
Ride Coordinators
page 3. You will also want to
Tony Valicenti
portraitsbyt@earthlink.net read the article by Perry King on
page 4.
Tim McGuire
We are slowly getting back to
yorx89@yahoo.com
riding as the weather warms up. Nice riding days have
Mike Zyskowski
been spotty but they are coming. So now is the time
mike@zyskowski.net
to get your bikes out of storage and ready for the
Asst. Chapter Director
season.
David Bierman
Our dinner this month is on April 9 at Jimmy’s
dbierman@ameritech.net
Charhouse in Libertyville. See the flyer on page 6 for
Mike Plumeri
details. We will be holding a first aid and CPR class
ontour1967@gmail.com
the day after on April 10. We haven’t had one since
Treasurer
before the pandemic so many of us are rusty. See the
Kathy Randall
flyer on page 7 for details.
randall8157@aol.com
The end of the month we will be holding a wrenching
Membership
day. We can help you with changing fluids and brake
Chapter Store
pads and installing accessories. The location is to be
Jim Fairman
determined as of this writing. So let me know if you
gwrra.il.g2@gmail.com are interested so we can better plan the event. DeNewsletter Editor
tails are to follow.
Ellary Kahan
The district is holding 2-wheel and 3-wheel traileSecretary
ring courses in Sterling in early June. Check out the
Photographer
district web site if interested.
Tony Valicenti
Stay safe and healthy and we hope to see you soon.
Webmaster
Ellary and Holly Kahan

ellaryk@gmail.com

Ellary Kahan

Chapter Meetings are held at the Full Moon Restaurant, 1300 Skokie Hwy, Lake Bluff, 9 AM breakfast, 9:30 meeting.

G2 WEB PAGE
www.ilg2.com

Upcoming G2 Events

April
9 - Dinner (Randall)
24 - Chapter Gathering
30 - Wrenching Day, TBD
G2 PHOTO
May
ALBUM
1 - Slimey Crud run (McGuire)
Ride (McGuire)
gwilg2.shutterfly.com 714- -Breakfast
Dinner Ride, Wrenching day
Use name “eddyd”
rain date
and leave password 22 - Chapter Gathering
28 - All Day Ride (Fairman)
blank
29 - Lunch Ride
June
4 - Breakfast Ride
11 - Dinner Ride (Bierman)
12 - Chapter Gathering
18 - All Day Ride (Fairman)
24-26 - Amazing Challenge
July
April Birthdays 2 - Breakfast Ride
13 —Merle Gleeson
9 - Dinner Ride
23 - All Day Ride
20 —Lonnie Gilsinger
24 - Chapter Gathering
April Anniversaries
August
6 - Breakfast Ride
5 —Ellary & Holly Kahan
13 - Dinner Ride (McGuire)
20 - All Day Ride (Fairman)
28 - Chapter Picnic (Gilsinger)
September
3-5 - Door County Trip (Valicenti,
Bierman)
17 - All Day Ride (Fairman)
25 - Chapter Gathering
Got something to say?
October
This is your newsletter. We accept articles from any member.. Send your arti- 1 - Breakfast Ride
cles to the editor at ellaryk@gmail.com. 2 - Slimey Crud run (McGuire)
15 - Chili Social (Harms)
MS Word or equivalent format preferred. Text should be in Times New
23 - Chapter Gathering
Roman font, single spaced with a oneNovember
quarter inch first line indent on all para- 12 - Dinner (Kahan)
graphs except the first. Use .5 in. mar20 - Chapter Gathering/2023
gins. Any photos should be cropped for
Planning
publication. All submissions become the
December
property of IL-G2 and may be edited.
3 - Holiday party
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ILLINOIS G2
CHAPTER STORE
The following items are available for sale at the monthly
chapter meetings:
NEW
G2 Logo Hats & Fleece
Vests
Name Badges

G2 & GWRRA Patches
Chapter Shirts
See Apparel tab on web site.

If you would like to order but
cannot attend a Chapter
meeting, contact
Jim Fairman
gwrra.il.g2@gmail.com

GWRRA
Directors:
Jere and Sherry Goodman
Director@gwrra.org
Membership Enhancement
Dan & Mary Castello
MEP.director.gwrra@gmail.com

Rider Education
Susan & George Huttman
Director_re@gwrra.org
IL District:
Director:
Bob Adams
my1986goldwing@yahoo.com

Educator: Steve Brungard:
sbrungard2@yahoo.com
Membership Enhancement:
Diane & Steve Gottschalk
st-di@mchsi.com

March Dinner

O

n Saturday, March 12, Craig and Lonnie Gilsinger,
Mark and Linda Muhlenfeld, Ed and Barb Harms,
Tim McGuire, Ellary and Holly Kahan, Tony Valicenti, Warren and Kathy Randall and Larry and Marge
McKay enjoyed a Mexican dinner at La Hacienda de los
Fernandez. Ellary introduced Tony to a Mexican shrimp
cocktail and he enjoyed it. The food was very good and the
waiter was very efficient. There were no errors on any of the
checks. The conversation was very lively and enjoyable.
Everyone had a good time.
Ellary Kahan
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SURVIVE THE RIDE
by Perry King

I

hit the side of the car with a terrible sound. I can still hear it, even 50 years later. And
part of that sound was my leg being nearly torn off.

I had just fallen prey to the all-too-common motorcycle accident, the left-turning
driver who pays no attention. The guy walked over to me lying beside the road and said,
“You son-of-a-bitch, look what you did to my car!” If I could have gotten back on my
feet, I would have killed him.
These days, when I ride in Los Angeles, the same scenario plays out almost every
day – but now I’m ready, and for 50 years no other driver has been able to take me out.
How did I do that?
We all want the same thing: to ride our motorcycles without getting hurt or killed. I’ve just gone 50 years, in
Los Angeles traffic and riding almost every day, without another street bike accident. Even if I die tomorrow, you
have to agree that that’s a long, long time without an incident. I want to tell you how I did it – so you can do it, too.
It’s very intentional. It’s not luck or good fortune. I work hard at it. After that horrendous accident back in 1970,
I decided I shouldn’t ride anymore. I had a wife and kid, after all. Well, after about two years of that, I thought, “Hell,
life just isn’t worth living without motorcycles.” All of you reading this will get that. So I figured if I’m going to ride
again, I need to learn everything I can to make sure I never get caught by an idiot driver again.
Over the years I’ve taken many riding and racing courses, read everything I could about riding techniques and
accident statistics, and talked to anyone who impressed me with their skills. I practice all the time, going into empty
parking lots and working on countersteering and threshold braking, or engaging ABS hard to make sure I know just
what it feels like, and sounds like.
I’ve ridden off -road a lot, too, and for decades, and all those skills are invaluable. Riding off road teaches you
that when you skid or slide, the story’s not over, not by a long shot. You’ve got to not Give up.
But here is the thing: it really comes down to a mindset, and it’s one you can adopt right now. Just quit telling
yourself the lies of Right of Way and Be Defensive and Make Eye Contact…all that namby-pamby stuff. Who really
cares who has the right of way when you’re the one lying on the ground with a crushed leg – or worse?
Just tell yourself the truth: ANYTHING THAT HAPPENS IS YOUR FAULT!
You have to take responsibility for everything. That thought can keep you alive. And
when you do, you end up being, not defensive, but aggressive. I like to call it aggressively defensive. Quit the crap that can interfere with that. Don’t talk on the phone, don’t
listen to music, and do not have that beer, even one. Don’t do anything but ride your
motorcycle.
The editor of this magazine said it maybe better than anyone else. Years ago I
heard him say: Don’t ride faster than you can stop. Parse that and, technically, it doesn’t
make sense – but it’s poetry for how to live to ride another day. You’re in charge. BE in
charge.
The late, great Dan Gurney had a word for it, one he used constantly: Anticipation. Be just even half a second ahead of everyone else, so that you know what they’re
going to do before they do. It can be done, and it can be practiced. I’ve been practicing it
for years now, and sometimes it’s amazing how far into the future I can see. Another
wonderful thing Dan used to say is: “learn from the cheap lessons, the ones that make
you say, ‘Whoa, that was close.’ Don’t wait for the expensive ones, the ones that put
you in traction.”
One last thing: The instant you think to yourself, “Man, I’m good today!” - Slow Down! This is the last thought
you’ll have right before a crash. Never be confident. I was confident back in 1970.
That was the last time.
(Perry King is a former AMA and AMHF Board Member)
Reprinted with permission from the American Motorcyclist Association and the AMA's re-imagined American Motorcyclist magazine,
North America's largest-circulation and best multi-discipline motorcycle magazine. American Motorcyclist covers it all, from amateur
and professional racing to events, rights-issues and motorcycle history, and everything in between. Become an AMA member and
get American Motorcyclist delivered to your door every month for just $4.08 per month. To learn more: Americanmotorcyclist.com
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March 27 Gathering Minutes

E

llary Kahan called the March monthly chapter gathering to order at 9:45am.
The meeting was attended by Andy Toth, Craig Gilsinger, Dennis Dwyer,
Ed Harms, Ellary Kahan, Joe Nolan, Kathy & Warren Randall, Mark
Muhlenfeld, Mike Plumeri, Rick Larsen, Tim McGuire, Tim Thompson, and Tony
Valicenti.
Ellary started the meeting by introducing Tim Thompson, who rides a 2012 Red
Gold Wing and lives in Hoffman Estates. We welcome Tim and look forward to
rides and other activities with him.
Kathy and Warren reminded us that the next G2 Dinner will be at the Jimmy’s
Charhouse in Libertyville on April 9. Ellary will keep his eye on the weather report, and if good, will announce a ride before the dinner by email.
Craig reported that Ray will be available again for CPR and First Aid Certification Training at Toyoda on April 10. Since we have not had training sessions for
two years and our certificates expire at two years, members who wish to obtain
their certification before the riding season should plan to attend both sessions and
should notify Craig if they plan to attend. The 2-year training fee for both sessions
will be $85.00, and the check should be written to IL-G2.
Mike said that the two remaining hotel rooms left for the June 24-26 Amazing
Challenge last month were taken and he booked one more room, so contact him
soon if you may be interested in joining the fun. Right now, there are 41 bikes (56
people) people from nine different states registered. Mike said that the Tour of
Honor will be on April 1 and details can be found on www.tourofhonor.com.
We discussed the results of the GWRRA members survey and the Honda Dealer
displays of last year. Ed and Tim McGuire will coordinate visits again this year
and will appreciate chapter members’ participation on scheduled Saturdays in May.
Tim reminded us of the first major ride of the year, the (first) Slimey Crud Run
on May 1, and of the breakfast ride on May 7.
The meeting was adjourned around 10:15.
Stay warm and keep healthy and happy and enjoy each other and the beginning
days of spring.
Respectfully

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON
April 24, 2022.

Submitted,
Tony Valicenti
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Join us for Dinner
Saturday, April 9, 6 PM***

JIMMY’S CHARHOUSE
1413 Peterson Rd.
Libertyville, IL. 60048
847-549-9900
R.S.V.P.
By Wednesday, April 6
To
Kathy Randall
randall8157@aol.com

***At this time we are only planning a dinner get together. If Mother Nature
favors us with good riding weather we can revise our plans to include a ride.
The meeting place would be Woodman’s Gas Station located at US 12 & IL
120 in Lakemooor. Kickstands up at 4:30.
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We’ll be holding a

First Aid and CPR Class
on

Sunday, April 10
10 AM to 2:30 PM
at

JTEKT Toyoda
316 W. University Dr.
Arlington Heights
Cost $85
(Payable to Illinois G2)

R.S.V.P.
to
Craig Gilsinger
847-682-7077
ceg.lsg5.wingrider@gmail.com
by
April 6
7
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TOO SOON TO FEEL SAFE?

I

have been so good about following precautions
for Covid over the last 2 years. With recent decline in cases, and relaxation of restrictions
working with patients, having gotten both the vaccines and the booster, I was starting to feel safe for
the first time in a long time. Almost two weeks ago
I went to the grocery store, and saw only one shopper wearing a mask besides me. This was a large
store and not many shoppers yet as it was early in the
morning. I made the decision to remove my mask.
Well, the following day I came down with the
worst bout of stomach flu (or whatever it was) I have
ever had in my lifetime, and was vomiting for eighteen hours. It took me the whole day that Sunday to
get down 12-16 oz of water, which also did not stay
in my system. I felt weak and shaky, and came really
close to going to the hospital for IV hydration. But I
HATE going to the ER, and then I am exposing others
to whatever I had. I decided to see if I hit the 24-hour
mark, and then I would go. Luckily, it stopped
around the 18- hour mark, but then I had to deal with
things moving down further in my system, if you get
my drift. Luckily, staying away from Dan must have
helped. He did not get sick.
I did not get Covid, as my test revealed before
I returned to work, as some of the symptoms are nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. Another woman I know

unmasked for the first time around the same time as
me, and she came down with Influenza A; all respiratory symptoms (and now she is hospitalized), so we
didn’t get the same thing, but I can’t help but wonder
if our overall resistance was lowered after masking
for so long, or if it was a fluke. How has this masking
affected us? According to news reports, when we
started masking after Covid hit, other diseases such as
flu have gone down. I had my flu shot, and so did
this other woman, but again, we became ill. While
these statistics are too small to count as research, to
me, it is all too likely that following stricter precautions does work to protect us. Yet again, I wonder if
it is lowering our natural immunity? Sounds like it
should be a research study…. Well, now that I’ve
said my two cents worth, please all of you take care
out there- be safe.
Darlene Parks

The Good Book Guide

I

’m a big fan of Lee Child’s Jack Reacher series having recently finished reading all the novels published to date. The last two, The Sentinel and Better Off Dead, were co-written with Lee Child’s
son Andrew. I mention this because someone I know said that he would not read such books.
Other authors have done it, including Clive Cussler and James Patterson. After reading both I can
say that I couldn’t tell that they weren’t solely written by Lee Child. The style was consistent with Lee
Child’s as was every other aspect of the stories.
The Sentinel deals with a town that has been shut down due to a cyber attack. Reacher gets involved as he stumbles upon the attempted kidnapping of the town’s IT guy, who has been blamed for
the attack.
In Better Off Dead, as the bus Reacher is on pulls into town, Reacher spots a guy who, his instincts tell him, is about to mug an elderly passenger. Reacher follows them both
and stops the mugging. He finds that the elderly man was about to make a payment on a loan he took out from one of the two rival gangs that control the town.
So there is no reason not to enjoy these novels as they are typical Jack
Reacher.
And you will also enjoy the Reacher series on Prime Video. It stars Alan
Richman, who is Jack Reacher in every way, and tells the story of the first
Reacher novel, The Killing Fields.
Ellary Kahan
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