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GoldWing Road Riders Association - December, 2021
Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge

Twelve members enjoyed
the food at The Shanty this
past month. Thanks to Tony
Valicenti for planning that
dinner.
This month we unveil our 2022
calendar. It’s full of our usual activities, including breakfast rides, dinner rides and the
chapter picnic. It also includes one all day ride each
month starting in May. We are planning to go to Door
County for Labor Day weekend and we will start planning that now. Check it out on page two so you can
plan your personal calendar.
We are moving our monthly chapter gatherings to
the Full Moon Restaurant in Lake Bluff on Rt. 41 south
of Rt. 137 starting in January. We will have a private
room that will bring us peace and quiet. The IHOP
was much too noisy.
Our annual holiday party will be on December 11 at
The Continental Restaurant in Buffalo Grove. Everyone will be ordering off the menu and paying for their
own food. The chapter will be paying for appetizers
and deserts. And we will have our gift exchange. It’s
a lot of fun so you don’t want to miss it. It’s not too
late to sign up if you have yet to do so.
Stay safe and healthy and have a happy holiday
season.
Ellary and Holly Kahan
Chapter Meetings are held at the Full Moon Restaurant, 1300 Skokie Hwy, Lake Bluff, 9 AM breakfast, 9:30 meeting.

G2 WEB PAGE
www.ilg2.com

Upcoming G2 Events

December
11- Holiday party, The Continental Restaurant, Buffalo Grove
2022
January
8 - Dinner (Valicenti)
23 - Chapter gathering
February
12 - Dinner (Muhlenfeld)
27 - Chapter Gathering
March
12 - Dinner (Gilsinger)
27 - Chapter Gathering
April
9 - Dinner (Randall)
24 - Chapter Gathering
30 - Wrenching Day, Toyoda
May
7 - Breakfast Ride
14 - Dinner Ride, Wrenching day rain
date
22 - Chapter Gathering
28 - All Day Ride (Fairman)
29 - Lunch Ride
June
2
—Barb Harms
4 - Breakfast Ride
17 —Holly Kahan
11 - Dinner Ride (Bierman)
12 - Chapter Gathering
- All Day Ride (Fairman)
December Anniversaries18
24-26 - Amazing Challenge
July
27 —Larry & Marge MacKay
2 - Breakfast Ride
9 - Dinner Ride
23 - All Day Ride
24 - Chapter Gathering
August
6 - Breakfast Ride
13 - Dinner Ride (McGuire)
20 - All Day Ride (Fairman)
28 - Chapter Picnic (Gilsinger)
September
Got something to say?
3-5
Door
County
Trip (Valicenti, BierThis is your newsletter. We accept artiman)
cles from any member.. Send your articles to the editor at ellaryk@gmail.com. 17 - All Day Ride (Fairman)
25 - Chapter Gathering
MS Word or equivalent format preOctober
ferred. Text should be in Times New
1 - Breakfast Ride
Roman font, single spaced with a one15 - Chili Social (Harms)
quarter inch first line indent on all para- 23 - Chapter Gathering
graphs except the first. Use .5 in. marNovember
gins. Any photos should be cropped for 12 - Dinner (Kahan)
publication. All submissions become the 20 Chapter Gathering/2023 Planning
property of IL-G2 and may be edited.
December
3 - Holiday party

G2 PHOTO
ALBUM
gwilg2.shutterfly.com
Use name “eddyd”
and leave password
blank

December Birthdays
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ILLINOIS G2
CHAPTER STORE
The following items are available for sale at the monthly
chapter meetings:
NEW
G2 Logo Hats & Fleece
Vests
Name Badges

G2 & GWRRA Patches
Chapter Shirts
See Apparel tab on web site.

If you would like to order but
cannot attend a Chapter
meeting, contact
Jim Fairman
gwrra.il.g2@gmail.com

GWRRA
Directors:
Jere and Sherry Goodman
Director@gwrra.org
Membership Enhancement
Dan & Mary Castello
MEP.director.gwrra@gmail.com

Rider Education
Susan & George Huttman
Director_re@gwrra.org
IL District:
Director:
Bob Adams
my1986goldwing@yahoo.com

Educator: Steve Brungard:
sbrungard2@yahoo.com
Membership Enhancement:
Diane & Steve Gottschalk
st-di@mchsi.com

October 24 Meeting Minutes

E

llary Kahan called the monthly chapter meeting to order at 9:25 am at The Vernon
Hills IHOP. The meeting was attended by Andy Toth, David Bierman, Dennis
Dwyer, Ellary Kahan, Glenn Hanson, Jeff Schmidt, Joe Becker, Kathy and Warren Randall, Mark Muhlenfeld, Tim McGuire and Tony Valicenti.
Ellary started by reviewing the November events. The only November event was the
dinner at The Shanty in
Wadsworth. The restaurant has been completely
renovated and expanded
since our last dinner and
the staff joined two tables in the great room
and accommodated
twelve of us at one
joined table (see photo).
Everyone was satisfied
with their dinner choices, and Merle said that a
dinner of this quality
would have cost much
more on the North
Shore.
As announced previously by Ellary, Taylor Paloscio, a representative from SkyMed and her mom presented
SkyMed’s program to cover emergency transport of injured people from accident sites,
home or work to treatment facilities by ambulance, helicopter or jet. John Martens previously said that is worthwhile insurance and he has been satisfied with it. Several members present signed up for this valuable transport insurance.
Ellary invited all present to join in the 2022 G2 calendar planning at his home in Buffalo Grove immediately after the meeting and adjourned the meeting at 10:15 am.
Stay warm and keep healthy and happy and enjoy each other and the winter holidays.

Respectfully

THE NEXT MEETING
WILL BE ON Jan. 23,
2021 at the Full Moon
Restaurant, Lake Bluff

Submitted,
Tony Valicenti
Secretary
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A Unique Experience

B

eing surrounded by a group of yellow jackets may not sound like a very fun
experience to most people. That happened to me last month. Most people
would try to stay away from the insects and let them alone. But not me, I
walked right into a swarm of them and I liked it! You heard that right, I liked it. Every
bit of it in fact. But I'm not talking about the pesty bees (vespula alascensis) that come
around the picnic tables looking for sweet treats. You see, I'm talking about another
chapter of GWRRA. They call themselves the Yellow Jackets and they prefer the
warm weather climate of North Ft Myers Florida.
While on a business/pleasure trip with family last month I decided to look up a
local chapter while we were down there. As our Illinois group is called G2, I found it
neat that their group was called 2G! Their website indicated they were doing a ride to
Clewiston near Lake Okeechobee (the largest freshwater lake in the state of Florida)
and they were stopping at a BBQ place called Sonny's for lunch. I contacted their
chapter director and asked if I could join them on their Saturday ride. I didn't have my
bike with me but offered to follow in my car (like a second Tail gunner). They were
pleased to hear from me and said I was welcome to join them.
So the eight of us set out on an overcast Saturday morning on a two hour ride to
Sonny's. By the time we reached Sonny's it was perfectly sunny and warm. I mentioned to them that back home if the day started out overcast it usually remained that
way most of the day. They said that's one of the reasons we like Florida so much. The
weather is beautiful and we can ride year round. Although their weather may be a little different, I found the 2G group to be similar to our group. They usually have eight
or ten people on a ride and are usually out for a few hours at a time. Their ride leader
likes to design routes using Basecamp and most of the riders use an external GPS.
They do breakfast, lunch and dinner rides. Each month one of their dinner rides is
called a birthday dinner where they celebrate all the birthdays that month. They have
a ladies lunch once a month and they also try to practice FUN by riding to activities
such as a miniature golf outing. At Christmas they put up a tri-fold display much like
the one we use at G2 Days. School kids from a low income community decorate the
display differently each year with envelopes with their name and a wish list inside. 2G
members review the wish lists and purchase some of the gifts then bring them to the
school for the children to open.
I had a great time meeting some of the folks in the 2G group and will definitely
look them up the next time I'm in the Ft Myers area. If you're interested in learning
more about them you can find them at fl2g.net. I appreciate the fact that GWRRA is
so large and it gives us the opportunity to meet with individuals who share our passion for motorcycles.
Tim McGuire
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My Gold Wing and Me

I

was recently reading a thread started on the GL1800Riders forum
(https://www.gl1800riders.com/threads/now-i-remember-why-i-hadgoldwings.472872/?utm_source=threadloom&utm_medium=email&ut
m_campaign=ed1075&utm_content=iss190#post-5887393) in which a GW
rider from Florida bought a used 2002 GL1800, after missing his Gold Wing
that he sold in 2015. The joy and exhilaration that he described after taking his
first long ride on the 2002 reminded me of how I feel about my 2002 and this is
how I responded to his post:
Thank you for a post that says what I feel about my 2002, my one and
only Gold Wing. I have owned many bikes and several Hondas, but this
one is still my favorite and has survived the many garage-mates over the
years and is still there.
Everything you said echoes in my near-78-year-old body, every time I
curl my leg over my red mistress (as a former girlfriend would call it)
and take it out for a ride. I once told someone that my bike was my psychotherapy. Anytime that the world seemed like it was too much to
bear, I would get on my bike and ride it off. Like the old expression, "If
you see a motorcycle outside a psychiatrist's office, it probably belongs
to the psychiatrist."
I have often thought of trading up to a newer Gold Wing, one with all
the electronic and driver enhancements that I would undoubtedly appreciate, but then I think of my beautiful red mistress, with its CB, nice
windshield, heated grips, aftermarket seat, heel-toe shifter and floorboards, various doo-dads that make my ride easier and even the fake
radio knobs that open the fuel tank door and the right compartment and
think, "This is the perfect bike for me. It almost seems like it knows me
when I mount it, and I would have to spend a lot of money and time
modifying a new bike to make it just as nice and friendly as my old Ugly
Red Bike", and I think, "Why try to fix something that's not broken and
still beautiful?" and I know that I will sell the others in my garage, but not
this one. My only hope is that this old, aching body will ride it well, and
treat it as well as it has treated me.
Tony Valicenti
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Good friends and good cheer,
It’s that time of year!
Please join us for IL G2’s

Annual Holiday Party !!!
Saturday, December11th
The Continental
788 S. Buffalo Grove Rd.
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
Hors d’oeuvres at 5:30 p.m.
Provided by G2
Cash Bar

Dinner to be ordered off the Menu and paid for by the Attendees
Dessert provided by G2
RSVP by Saturday, December 4

Kathy Randall
randall8157@aol.com
or text 847-322-8157

Holiday Gift Exchange
This is optional
But those that wish to participate should bring a
$10.00 holiday gift wrapped, without tags for the exchange
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VIEWS FROM THE VALLEY:
No More Chocolate Covered Cherries
s the Christmas holiday approaches, I sometimes get nostalgic. Recently, a certain memory leapt into
my brain about chocolate covered cherries.
This was probably when I saw a sale ad for
them along with the plethora of other sale
ads.
It was always a tradition of my mother’s
to give me a box of Queen Anne chocolate
covered cherries. I don’t know how she got
the idea that I liked them, and I do, but they
were never my favorites. Give me the Milky
Way Midnights, or Rolos please. But it was
something I could always count on from her,
when there were so many other things I
couldn’t. I thought I had finally figured out
that maybe she was the one who liked them,
as she tended to buy things for people things
she liked, regardless if they were the recipient’s style or type. Oh well, at least she
thought of me. But, as it turned out, they
weren’t her favorite either, so who knows
why she started that tradition?

A

But since my mom passed so many years
ago, I no longer get the chocolate covered
cherries. I don’t miss them, just my mom
giving them to me I guess. Maybe it’s a
form of delayed grieving, or as I said, nostalgia. For whatever reason, they’ve been on
my mind. And, I suppose I could always
buy them myself, but it wouldn’t be the
same.
Well, enough about cherries. Though
winter isn’t a good time for most people in
the Midwest to ride, there’s always spring to
look forward to. Take care, and safe riding,
especially you brave souls who DO ride in
winter. Here’s wishing you all a very Happy
Holiday Season!
Darlene Parks

The Good Book Guide

A

tomic Love, by Chicagoan Jennie Fields, is set in 1950 Chicago. Rosalind Porter is a nuclear physicist who worked on the Manhattan Project at the University of Chicago under
Enrico Fermi. She fell in love with a fellow scientist, Thomas Weaver, who ended up getting her fired by submitting a false report accusing her of emotional instability. So she is now selling antique jewelry at Marshall Fields. She is approached by FBI agent Charlie Szydlo who wants
her to become a confidential informant by rekindling her relationship with Weaver, who the bureau
suspects of being a Russian agent. This brings back all the pain of that breakup but she agrees.
This book is well written and full of suspense. Fields delves into a great deal of detail about
all her characters, endearing them to the reader. And she draws some of
them from reality. Rosalind Porter’s character is loosely modeled after Leona Woods, the only female physicist on the Manhattan Project. And Thomas
Weaver is based on Theodore Hall, who shared crucial atomic secrets with
the Russians during and after the Manhattan Project. She also is true to the
time period which will make the reader appreciate today’s technology.
This book was hard to put down. It is as much a love story as it is a suspense thriller. It should be of interest to everyone, especially the ladies.
Ellary Kahan
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